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(57) Abstract: 

PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To provide an 
image-pickup unit and a white balance adjusting 
method capable of adjusting white balance with high 
accuracy and providing a more natural photographed 
image, 

SOLUTION: A digital camera 10 is provided with a 
microcomputer 12. A place Information acquiring 
device 39, photographed date and time acquiring 
device 40 and a meteorological information 
acquiring device 42 are connected with the 
microcomputer 12. The microcomputer 12 
determines corrected values of primary color signals 
R, G, B for adjusting the whits balance by using 
acquired place information, photographed date and 
time and meteorological information and outputs the 
values to whits balance adjusting amplifiers 36R 
3$G and 366 via a D/A converter 44, when the image 
is photographed at time sucti as the daytime when 
influence of the sunlight remains. In the wtifte 
balance adjusting amplifiers 36R, 36Q and 36B, the 



picked up by a CCD 32 to be outputted from a signal 
processing circuit 34 are corrected by the corrected 
values and outputted to an encoding circuit 44. 
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Partial Translation of Ref 1 OP 200 1-95008 
[Extracts from the Embodiment] 

[0014] The white balance adjusting means performs white balance adjustment in 
consideration of weather information, photographing date and time, photographing 
location information and geographical information. For example, optimum correction 
values are previously determined for weather information (for example, fair, cloudy 
etc.), photographing date and time (for example, season, time zone etc.), photographing 
location (for example, Japan, United States etc.) and geographical information (sea or 
mountain). A correction value is selected according to the input weather information, 
photographing date and time, photographing location or geographical information and 
the correction value is used to perform white balance adjustment for the photographed 
image. In this manner, the white balance adjustment is performed in consideration of 
information such as photographing date and time, photographing location and 
geography in addition to weather information, thereby performing white balance 
adjustment with high accuracy. 
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